Accessing A .Net Class Library (.dll) From the VisualAPL Cielo Explorer Session

The VisualAPL Cielo Explorer is an immediate-mode, interactive session for learning about .Net, C# and
VisualAPL as well as for designing and testing C# and VisualAPL programs for later use in Cielo Explorer
scripts or C# or VisualAPL .Net class libraries.

When working in the Cielo Explorer is it sometimes necessary to use other .Net class libraries to access
features of .Net or use functions in custom .Net class libraries.

When accessing the base classes of .Net, simply typing “using System” makes these types available with

Intellisense:

ﬁa Cielo Explorer - Microsoft Visual Studio (Administrator) ‘ - P e & s |

File Edit View Tools Window Help
luﬂ A-FEd B9 S-B ]
- Start Page Cielo Explorer - X

BREN WA AR= ™ R RN
Cielo Explorer for Visual Studio - Professicnal wil -

Cielo 1.0.7001
Copyright © VisualCielo. All rights reserved.
clear session

41

3

using System
dt=System.DateTims|

¥0Q(001 3 [1al0|dxg Janas & |

@EQ Conwvert -
% Converter

“% CrossAppDomainDelegate =
“g Datah"llsallgnedExceptlon L
¢ RN | [DatcTime
% DateTimeKind

% DateTimeOffset

% DayOfweek

“t% DBNull

% Decimal -

|mam 85E|0) %@FEJUIHKH uoN|os R

4 k

i‘.]-.l Error List

Ready




Exploring the methods, properties and events which may be associated with a .Net class is as easy as
using Intellisense to review what is available and experiment with these features:
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In this simple example an instance of the date time base class has been created called “dt” and its
“Today” property has been accessed, by typing “dt.Today”. The Cielo Explorer session displays the
appropriate value of the “Today” property
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The dt object’s “Today” property value, which is also a DateTime type, can be assigned using the
VisualAPL (Alt+[) assignment operator to “t”. As a result the object “t” now has the methods, properties

and events of a DateTime type.

Intellisense for the “AddDays” method includes a “purple diamond” icon in the list, indicating that it is a
method, possibly with arguments and requiring the .Net function signature of “(...)"..
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Again using Intellisense, the required arguments of the “AddDays” method are revealed.
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Finally with a 1 day argument entered inside of the “(1)”, the result is immediately displayed in the Cielo
Explorer session. Using Cielo Explorer to learn about .Net, C# and VisualAPL is easy. Using the Internet,
especially MSDN (Microsoft Developer Network) also helps to find free source code examples.

% Cielc_r Explorer - Microsoft Visual Studio (Administrater) E@lﬂ

File Edit View Tools Window Help

Ao R = N I RN R e =N

 Start Page Gielo Explorer - x
D[54 6B 5 | % G2 @ G

Cielo Explorer for Visual Studio - Professicnal wi -
Cielo 1.0.7001

Copyright ©® WVisualCielo. All rights reserved.
clear session

3

using System
dt=System.DateTime
dt .Today
572/,2009 12:00:00 AM
t+dt.Today
t.2ddDays(1)
53,2009 12:00:00 AM

L]
@
=
@
=
m
=

2
(=]
i
@
=
_|
=
=
=3
o
=

|mam 55B|7) @FEJUIHKH uogn|og E:-.ﬂ| .2

4 k

_"'E} Error List

Ready




